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Threats of legal action are not the only types of threats which may constitute extortion in the collection of a valid, enforceable 
debt—malicious threats of injury to the debtor’s person, loved ones, or property if payment is not made are also not 
permitted.! 


Thus, even a just debt can be the subject of an extortion whether the threat is to commence proceedings against the debtor or 
to injure the debtor’s person, loved ones, or property.’ It is the means employed to obtain the property of another which the 
extortion statute denounces, and though the purpose may be to collect a just indebtedness arising from and created by the 
criminal act for which the threat is to prosecute the wrongdoer, it is nevertheless within the statutory inhibition; the law does 
not contemplate the use of criminal process as a means of collecting a debt.’ 
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Footnotes 

i People v. Maranian, 359 Mich. 361, 102 N.W.2d 568 (1960). 
Threat to file suit, generally, see § 22. 

2 Com. v. Matchett, 386 Mass. 492, 436 N.E.2d 400 (1982); Com. v. DeVincent, 358 Mass. 592, 266 N.E.2d 314 
(1971). 

3 Flatley v. Mauro, 39 Cal. 4th 299, 46 Cal. Rptr. 3d 606, 139 P.3d 2 (2006). 
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